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On The Book Shelf

At the sound of a bell, drama 
teacher Tamara Solum’s students 
are instantly transported from a 

stuffy classroom to a thick jungle, using 
machetes to clear a path leading to the 
top of a mystic mountain.

Solum is the owner and director of Drama 
Kids of Manasota, an afterschool program 
that uses performance as a model for 
children to develop confidence, creative 
thinking and verbal skills, all while honing 
their acting abilities. 

Solum has owned the franchise for the last 
13 years. Since acquiring it in 2002, she 
has expanded to 23 classes at schools 
and community centers in 14 locations 
within Manatee and Sarasota counties. 
There are currently over 300 students 
enrolled in her program. 

Drama Kids Manasota is part of a larger 
curriculum, Drama Kids International, 
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which was created by Australian televi-
sion actress Helen O’Grady in 1985. The 
model gained momentum throughout 
New Zealand and South Africa before its 
introduction to the U.S. 

Today, over 50,000 students are enrolled 
in the course, at more than 1,500 loca-
tions worldwide. 

Students aged 5-18 participate in one-
hour classes once a week. They begin at 
a lower primary level, then progress until 

they are finally ready to join the Drama 
Kids acting academy.

“It teaches children how to work coop-
eratively toward an end goal and express 
themselves creatively and confidently,” 
Solum explained. “These skills transfer 
over into their daily life at home and at 
school.” 

Solum started out has a teacher within 
the program, but after her first year the 
original owner sold the business to her 
and her husband. Today, the franchise 
employs seven specially trained teachers 
including Solum. 

Solum is no stranger to the acting world. 
Prior to working with Drama Kids, she 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in theatre 
from Occidental College in California. She 
has also performed locally in many the-
atrical productions located in Bradenton, 
Sarasota and Venice. 
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